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I had the opportunity to attend the Virginia Fire Chiefs meetings and attended a 

break out session. I will withhold the session title to protect the innocent.  The 

session was  given by a very professional 30-something captain. Not just a Cap-

tain but a “Truckie” Captain. Okay, some good networking, some PowerPoint 

slides and pictures; however I do not think we got past slide 5 in two hours. 

Why? The  subject matter was: The Fire Service Today has forgotten it’s roots, 

the new generation will destroy all of it!  

I have also read some online blogs that indicate the same thing. I do not do this 

often but here I go. I have been in every branch and rank of the fire and rescue 

service for over 35 years so I have earned the right to give my thoughts on this 

issue.  

BULL-hockey! Don’t worry I won’t take away your leather helmets and fire poles 

but give me a break and also give our new generation of professional firefighters 

career, volunteer or both a break. I have actually heard this same line for 35 

years. I can generate hundreds of examples but then you wouldn’t read all of 

this so here are a few samples: Please end each example with: “You younger 

guys are ruining the fire service!” 

The Late 70’s: 

 “Why do you have all those books and certificates? Are you going to put a fire 

out with them?” 

  “Jaws of what? Nothing beats a good porta-power and hack saw!”  

The 80’s: 

 “A lady? It’s called Fireman for a reason!”  

 “Bunker Pants!? Bunch of sissies, I will never give up my ¾ boots “It is safer 

to ride the back-stop, you can jump free if the truck roles!” “Hazardous 

what? Just wash it down the sewer!”  

 “You need to decide on being an ambulance driver (paramedic) or firefighter, 

you cannot do both!” 

 “You need your ears exposed so you know when to get out of the fire!”                                                        

 

I will stop at the 80’s for now.  You younger generation please continues to make 

the fire and rescue service more safe. Let’s prevent fires before they happen, 

let’s put them out but only risk when it is worth risking. Let’s all go home at the 

end of our shifts.  
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If you haven’t done so already, sign up for 

CodeRED and CodeRED Weather Warning to re-

ceive the latest updates about closings, delays, 

and other weather alerts.  

 Click on the logo below. 

When it comes to tornadoes, there’s no such thing as a “tornado season.” Torna-

does can strike anywhere, anytime, and you need to know the drill.  Click on the im-

age above to learn more about the statewide tornado drill upcoming on March 11th. 

 

Tornadoes are nature's most violent storms. They can appear suddenly without 

warning and can be invisible until dust and debris are picked up or a funnel cloud 

appears. Be prepared to act quickly.  Know the difference between these key terms: 

 

Tornado Watch: a tornado is possible in your area. You should monitor weather-alert 

radios and local radio and TV stations for further information.  

 

Tornado Warning: a tornado has been sighted in the area or has been indicated by a  

National Weather Service Doppler radar. When a warning is issued, make sure you 

take cover immediately! 

Did you know? 

- Virginia has an average 

number of seven torna-

does per year. 

- From these tornadoes 

comes an average of ten 

injuries and one death in 

the state. 

- Most tornadoes strike 

between 5 PM and 6 PM. 

- The Fujita-Pearson 

scale rates a tornadoes 

intensity, ranging from 

F0 to F5. 

https://cne.coderedweb.com/Default.aspx?groupid=4IrNVrFGw9zazpm%2b%2fPscIQ%3d%3d
http://www.vaemergency.gov/readyvirginia/stay-informed/tornado/conductdrill
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Check out the photos below from our winter storm on February 12th and 13th.  A local 

and state declaration of emergency were both in place for the event. Fauquier County 

saw snowfall throughout the night and the next day with accumulation between 10 and 

14 inches in various parts of the county.  The National Guard assisted in some of our 

operations and the EOC was activated in a small capacity. 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

3/3 Lynne Clegg 

3/8 Stephanie York 

3/9 Jeffrey Bates 

3/11 Charles Myers 

3/23 George Keefer 

3/31 Ward Ponn 

Congratulations! 
Congrats to Technician   

Eric Neese on being        

released as an EMT-E! 

Recruit School 13-03 Graduation      

will be held on at 7:00 PM on 

March 14, 2014  

in the Auditorium of  

Kettle Run High School 
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I N S I D E  B ATA L L I O N  1                B Y :  B A T T A L I O N  C H I E F  A R F T  

The shortest month of the year has come and gone with a few more calls in the 

books. This month I had the opportunity to attend the Virginia Chiefs Conference 

down in Virginia Beach.  I also had the opportunity to partake in some incredible 

classes that gave me the “breath of fresh air” that we all need from time to time.   

Although we face budgetary issues for operation, training, and benefits, so does eve-

ryone else in the commonwealth, “we are not alone!” I can’t speak for anyone else 

that attended, but we (FOG) will be attempting to bring in some leadership classes 

along with some more command classes for the middle and upper management 

members of our system.  This leads me to the revival of the Volunteer Battalion Chief 

Program.  We are meeting in early march to start the process to bring in more Volun-

teer Battalion Chiefs to assist with night time and weekend coverage.  Stand by for 

some great things!!!.  Another project that has been slowly working through the sys-

tem is the Active Shooter policy and procedures.  Again we are planning on modeling 

our SOG after Northern Virginia, but as normal we  will make the necessary changes 

to make sure we can accomplish this in Fauquier County. 

That is all I have for now; stay safe and pray for summer to come faster! 

ME D I C  1                   B Y :  T E C H N I C I A N  Y O R K  

“When it rains, it pours!” is a usual saying for when misfortunes or difficult situations 

tend to follow each other in rapid succession or arrive all at the same time. But in 

the case of Medic 1, we have found that instead when it snows, it pours! 

Battalion 1 has been busy for the past month of February due to the amount of 

snow that has fallen and the extreme cold temperatures. In the month of February 

2014, there were about 15 traffic accidents that M1 was placed on. Most of those 

vehicle accidents were due to bad weather and slippery roads. M1 was also placed 

on about 8 structural fires or fire related calls. With one of those calls, M1 transport-

ed two burn victims to Fauquier Hospital to be picked up by Air Care. 

M1 was not only busy from the snow that impacted Fauquier County, but for the 

month of February alone, M1 was placed on 167 medical calls. All calls ranged from 

difficulty breathing, falls, unconscious patients, and cardiac arrests.  

Rain, snow, or shine, the staff at Medic 1 is always ready for whatever is around the 

corner! We say bring it! 
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Can you believe that we are already in the month of March?  Boy, how the year is al-

ready starting to fly by. The weather continues to be the hot topic with it seeming like 

winter will never end. Even with the low temperatures and snow, the South continues 

to be busy with more and more calls. We are preparing for the arrival of the Recruits 

who will begin their precepting this month. In the Southern Battalion we will be wel-

coming: 

 Recruit Dodson 

 Recruit Latimer 

 Recruit Reneau 

 Recruit Bryant 

 

This past month I had the opportunity to some extended time with the Recruit Class 

while teaching DPO, Rural Water, and Aerial Operator. I would like to thank the As-

burn Volunteer Fire Department and the Dumfries-Triangle Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment for the use of their Aerial Apparatus. The Remington Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment also assisted with the use of Truck 2 for the maintenance portion of the class. I 

think that everyone learned a lot and we even had a little time for some PT to help 

us stay warm. 



   TH E  SOU TH ER N  VO I CE  CO N TIN UED . . .  
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Below are some more pictures from the Aerial Operators class: 
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NO RTH E RN  L I GH TS          B Y :  B A T T A L I O N  C H I E F  R A N D A L L   

Another month has come and gone and the question to be 

asked is, “when is spring going to get here?” The cold tem-

peratures and above-average snow accumulations have kept 

us busy in the Northern Battalion with multiple vehicle acci-

dents on the interstate and back roads.  It may make operat-

ing apparatus difficult, but we know the end to winter is near 

and have enjoyed seeing some of the snow.  While many are 

ready to start heading south to warmer temperatures, there 

is a positive aspect to the recent “Polar Vortex.”  A study by 

Virginia Tech found that the extreme cold may have killed off over 90% of the stink 

bug population…and we are all still here, despite saying that we were frozen.  With 

this good news, all we need to do now is concentrate on exterminating the other 

10% that we believe still reside in the Northern Battalion. 

    We would also like to take this time to re-

mind everyone to stay safe as temperatures 

fluctuate and remember to bring extra warm 

clothes and have plenty of blankets on the 

unit.  Arriving on scene safe and prepared is 

essential to assist the public. However, we 

have been able to warm up a little on a multi-

ple building and barn fire in Upperville and a 

car fire in Orlean even though it was not quite 

the 60 degree day we were hoping for. 
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Recruit school 2013-03 has just completed the Aerial Operations Class with great success. 

The Recruits received superior training while having the opportunity to use all different 

types of Aerial Apparatus. 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for 1900 Hours, March 14th inside Kettle Run High 

School’s Auditorium for the Recruit Graduation.  

RE C RU I T  SC H OO L  13-03             B Y :  L I E U T E N A N T  B A K E R  

IC E  R ESCUE  TRA I NI NG           B Y :  T E C H N I C I A N  B A E R   

On February 1st, the members of OVFRD 

practiced making shoreline based ice res-

cues. The training consisted of a classroom 

session and a practical evolution led by 

Chief Jeniec. A special thanks to Firefighter 

Keith Virts from The City of Fairfax for acting 

as a victim. 
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