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Some Scandal and  

Some Thanks! 

It’s the holiday season and we 

are getting ready to celebrate 

Thanksgiving. Although by the 

time you read this, Thanksgiv-

ing may have already passed.  

First I will start with my family 

Thanksgiving story. There is a 

game on Facebook called 

“things you do not know about 

me” in which you list 

(obviously) things for others to 

read that may be of interest 

that they may not know about 

you. A year before Thanksgiv-

ing in 1620, my ancestor John 

Billington and his family trav-

elled the sea blue on the May-

flower to reach the new world. 

Once they arrived my ancestor 

has the prestigious rite of be-

ing the first man hung to 

death for crimes in the new 

world.  

 

Back to today: In some Eastern 

philosophies where pause and 

reflection are daily practices, 

practitioners are invited to 

acknowledge and express grat-

itude for things and people 

that, otherwise, would be tak-

en for granted. As people ex-

press gratitude, not only do 

they benefit from the recogni-

tion of something or somebody 

that makes a positive differ-

ence in their lives but so do 

the recipients of the grateful 

feelings. As leaders express 

gratitude for their teams, for 

the organization they lead, the 

appreciation spreads way 

above and beyond their inner 

circle. With that I would most 

genuinely like to thank all of 

you for making Fauquier Coun-

ty a better home and place to 

live and work then we ever 

could have imagined when we 

left Florida a little over three 

years ago.  
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They say you can never really go home again.  This past week I travelled to Michigan for 

my class reunion, and having left a few days after graduation it was the first time I had 

seen many of my classmates since 1983. 

 

A few years ago, one of my good friends, Scott Fall, was appointed Chief in Chesaning, 

Michigan (officers are appointed by the town council and their members are paid on 

call) and from time to time we share stories, pictures, and a few T-Shirts.  I would like 

to share the most interesting item I have received, an old marketing video produced by 

the Ford Motor Company in 1935 featuring a 1935 Ford Proctor Keefe 500/150 proto-

type.   

 

The company received the truck in exchange for their participation in the movie (click 

on the truck to see the movie) and it remains in the station today. Although the Proctor 

Keefe company continued making specialty bodies into the late 60’s they never pro-

duced another fire truck. 

 

All in all it was a great trip, a short layover at the Henry 

Ford Museum to see my favorite custom car, visiting with 

old friends and family, and doing my best to appreciate 

the wonderful community where I grew up.    

 

But Thomas Wolfe was right, you can never go home again; despite putting the same 

people, in the same place it’s just not the same.  Instead of talking about fast cars and 

high school football I spent most of the night answering questions about our recent gu-

bernatorial election here in Virginia (the rest of the 

country was really watching us).   

 

Enjoy where you are standing today, it will not be the 

same tomorrow.  We found that each of us had 

evolved, our experiences have shaped our current 

viewpoints, redefined our priorities and we can never 

go back, except for one night every ten years or so. 

 

Have a great month and stay safe. 
One of the earliest pictures of the 

Department taken around 1904 

soon after the department was 

formed. 

R E U N I O N S  

B Y :  A S S I S T A N T  C H I E F  D A R R E N  S T E V E N S  

http://vimeo.com/62160876
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Winters in Virginia can be cold, snowy, and icy, bringing extended power outages. To highlight 
the importance of  Virginia families and businesses being winter-ready, the National Weather 
Service (NWS) and the Virginia Department of  Emergency Management (VDEM) have set 
aside December 1-7 as Winter Preparedness Week.  NWS predictions for the winter of  2013-14 
in Virginia suggest normal temperatures and  precipitation for the season. 
 
 Get a kit.  Imagine you can’t leave home because of  a winter storm.    

 Basic emergency  supplies include:  
  Three days’ food that doesn’t need refrigeration or electricity to prepare it. 
  Three days’ water (a gallon per person per day) 
  A battery-powered and/or hand-crank radio with extra batteries 
  After you have these essentials, then add a first aid kit, supply of  prescription         

 medications, blankets and warm clothing, supplies for special members of  your 
 household, and pet items. 

 
 Make a plan.  Everyone needs an emergency plan: 

  Decide who your out-of-town emergency contact will be 
  Where will you meet up with family members if  you can’t return home? 
  Get a worksheet at www.ReadyVirginia.gov or on the new Ready Virginia app 

 
 Stay informed.  Before, during and after a winter storm, you should: 

  Listen to local media for information and instructions from emergency officials. 
 Be aware of  winter storm watches and warnings and road conditions 

  Get where you need to go before the weather gets bad 
  Get road condition information 24/7 by calling 511 or by checking 

 www.511Virginia.org 
 
 Download the Ready Virginia app. This helpful emergency planning tool for         

iPhone® and Android™ mobile devices features: 
  Location-specific weather watches and warnings issued by the NWS 
  Disaster news from VDEM  
  A customizable family emergency plan that can be easily shared 
  A checklist for gathering emergency supplies 
  Links to register for local emergency alerts, and more 

 

“One heavy snowstorm with power outages is enough to disrupt schedules and cause 

people to wish they had prepared better,” said Cline. “It’s much safer to 

take a little time now and get ready before a winter storm arrives.” 
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Happy Birthday to You! 
 

 

 

12/03 Battalion Chief Randall 

12/10 Elliott Foster 

12/11 Terry Graham 

12/31 Clifton Frederick 

Congratulations! 
 

Congratulations to Sam and Kristin 

Miller on the birth of their new baby 

girl! 

 

Braelyn Joyce Miller 

 

5 lbs, 12 oz 

19 1/4 inches long 
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Congratulations! 
 

Best wishes to Lieutenant Gillam and his new bride! 
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I N S I D E  B ATA L L I O N  1                B Y :  B A T T A L I O N  C H I E F  A R F T  

Another year has come and gone as we come into the Christmas season.  The First  

Battalion would like to wish all of your families a safe and happy holiday season. 

In light of the Christmas spirit, let’s take a quick look at Christmas tree fires.  Although 

they are not a common occurrence any more, they were still accountable for approxi-

mately 190 fires in 2009, down from an exceptionally high number in 1980 of 850 

fires.  It should also be noted that 1 in 18 Christmas tree fires resulted in a death. 

 

Here are some simple, yet effective, reminders that we can offer to the public and our 

own families to further reduce the risk of Christmas tree fires: 

 

 Keep the trees well watered 

 Turn off the lights before leaving your home or going to bed 

 Replace broken or outdated lights with new ones 

 Throw out old, dry trees 
 

The drop in Christmas tree fires has been attributed to better fire education and aware-

ness.  Please keep spreading the word! 

 

Again I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year if I do not 

see you over the next month. Please stay safe and enjoy the well-deserved time with 

your families and friends. 
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MED I C  1    B Y :  T E C H N I C I A N  Y O R K  
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Company 10 celebrating 

Lieutenant Grogan and 

Technician Saunders’ 

birthdays last month! 

 

Jessica Saunders, Tech-

nician I at Company 10, 

is pictured here doing a 

great job with public 

education.  The local 

Brownie troop enjoyed 

their visit to Medic 10.  

They learned what they 

should tell 911 dis-

patchers when they call 

for help. 

CO MPA N Y  10                 B Y :  T E C H N I C I A N  N E E S E  

Fun was had by all who attended the Re-

mington 5K Turkey Trot! DFREM gathered a 

sizable group. Participants came from the 

north, central, and southern Battalions. Eve-

ryone conquered both the freezing wind and 

the grueling 3 miles! Great Job! 

First, second, and third place winners re-

ceived holiday inspired prizes, such as; 

pumpkin pies, poinsettias, and turkeys. 

There was also a raffle being held at the end 

of the race. Raffle winners received turkeys, 

poinsettias and spiral ham.  

Speaking of turkeys and the holidays, just 

want to remind everyone to have a happy 

and safe Thanksgiving. Remember to be 

careful when frying that turkey! 



Page 7  

     

 

 

   B Y  B A T T A L I O N  C H I E F  B R I A N  L I C H T Y    

December  2013  

The month of November has been a busy one with so much work 

done, and so much left to do. The Remington Volunteer Fire and Res-

cue Department is working diligently to prepare their new Ladder 

Truck for service which should be on or around December 1st.   

The Southern Battalion also participated in the annual Remington 5K 

Turkey Trot. Team DFREM had a strong showing with 18 employees 

and their family members. Thank you to everyone for coming out and 

having a good time, raising money for a good cause, and getting in a 

little exercise. A special congratulations to Technician Butler, Miller 

and York for their top finishes. We also cannot forget our youngest 

competitor Addison Miller who ran strong with her dad Sam. Lastly 

we say get well soon to Battalion Chief Arft who had a little trouble 

staying on the road and twisted his ankle. 

If you haven't 

already,  

sign up for 

CodeRED and 

CodeRED 

Weather 

Warning.   

 

Click on the 

logo below.   

https://cne.coderedweb.com/Default.aspx?groupid=4IrNVrFGw9zazpm%2b%2fPscIQ%3d%3d
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It has been a good month up north!  There have been some good calls and, as usual, 

everyone has been working really hard. We have run a variety of calls, fires in Loudoun 

County, CPR’S, and wrecks on the interstate.  Everybody is looking forward to the holi-

day season and spending some time with family and friends. Speaking of family, we all 

want to welcome a new Miller into the world, and say congratulations to Lt. McEvily on 

his marriage last month. We are very happy for you all! 

 

As the season is changing and we begin to prepare for the winter weather, it is a good 

time to also consider some inclement weather driving tips.  We have to go out in all 

kinds of poor conditions from blizzards to blinding rain storms, so it is important to re-

member the following tips to staying safe on the roads: 

 

 Increase breaking distances and    

decrease speed 

 Leave plenty of space in between 

yourself and other vehicles 

 Check your tires for sufficient tread 

 Ensure windshield wipers are in good shape and keep your 

windshield wiper fluid full  

 Have a plan in case you get stuck 
 

Thanks for staying safe, and we hope you all have a great holiday season from the Third 

Battalion!  

IN SI D E  BATA L L IO N  3           B Y :  T E C H N I C I A N  S M I T H  

Auto accident on Route 66 Thanksgiving dinner at Marshall Co. 9 
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We are all very busy in the training department right now.  We just had two classes this past 
weekend and we are preparing for five upcoming modules.  We have a few surprises up our 
sleeves for this, so make sure you sign up for some of them.  I don’t want to give anything away 
just yet! I think you will enjoy each class when you attend.  Stay tuned...   

 

We had our ITLS class and it was a success for the participants.  Several instructors were able to 
teach the class.  Lieutenant Shields is getting good at “moulage-ing”, as you can see from the pic-
ture of the gunshot wound to the leg (below).  We want to take the opportunity to say thank you to 
Catlett members for the use of their facility for the class.  We had EMT class going on at the 
Training Center at the same time as the ITLS class and needed a facility, and they generously 
allowed us to use their building.  They also allowed us the use of their SIM manikin.  We used him 
for chest decompression as well as practice for intubation.  We really had an opportunity to do 
some “hands on” trauma skills.  Also, thank you to all for assisting with the EMT-B class as I was 
tied up with the ITLS class.  I could not have done it without you guys, Lieutenant Kenny John-
son, Matt Anderson, and Jonathon Bankston.  The EMT students really enjoyed the practicals! 

TRAINING         B Y :  L T .  H A R T  

On Nov. 9
th
 Catlett Volunteer Fire and Rescue (Co.7) held live fire training at Fauquier’s Burn 

Building. This is the third time Catlett has held advanced fire attack training at the building. Co. 1 
held training on Oct. 11

th
.  Recruit School 13-03 is in Its 12

th
 week and going strong.  
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UP C OM ING  TR A I N IN G  OPP O RTUN I T IES  

We have developed and will deliver 4 ALS CEU series for a total of 48 hours in each series.  This 

ALS CEU series is open to ALL Fauquier Fire Rescue ALS providers and will be offered in 5 modules.   

Module 1 will be ACLS and offered only 3 times over the 4 session series.  Module 2 will be PALS 

and will be offered 4 times over the 4  series offerings.  Modules 3, 4, and 5, will offer the remain-

ing CEU hours to meet category 1 hours if needed by the provider.  The sessions will be offered in a 

4 series delivery with the various modules being offered on varying days within each series.  Please 

contact either Lieutenant Hart or Lieutenant Shields should you need additional information or have 

any questions about these upcoming training events! 

Click the training 

website link here 

to register. 

CO UN T Y -WI DE  HY D RAN T  T EST IN G  P RO G RAM  

The Fauquier County Water & Sanitation Authority provided an update on the County-wide hydrant 

testing program as of November 25th.  Utility Services is ahead of schedule, and the inspection and 

testing is going well with no issues.  Hydrant painting will be performed after the fire flow calculations 

are verified with the main office.  Inspection and testing is running ahead of schedule.  Inspection 

has been completed in Marshall, The Plains, and Catlett.  Testing has started in New Baltimore and 

will continue after the Thanksgiving holiday.  It is very exciting to see the results of a lot of hard work 

by all! 

Isolation Valve Testing 

Debris from The Plains hydrant 

Fire Flow Testing 

http://fcfra.camp9.org/Default.aspx?pageId=361714
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CO M M U N I TY I NVO LV EM EN T 

More photos from the 

Annual 5K Turkey Trot in 

Remington! Way to go 

Team DFREM! 
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