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This recent national news article is 

a good reminder for us to not just 

embrace social media but also to 

show it some respect.  The social 

media is the ”NOW” media of our 

times.  News updates, stories of 

good and bad, all in real-time flow 

freely on Facebook, Twitter, Photo-

share, etc. Hence, we do not have 

a choice; these tools are out there 

and we can either stick our head in 

the sand or benefit by making use 

of them.  I remember when cellu-

lar phones came to be in the 80’s. 

Back then only doctors and Wall 

Street executives had one.  It was 

the general consensus that the 

shoe or box phones would be a 

passing fad.  In the fire rescue 

service, we had the APCOR—

"Advanced Portable Coronary 

Observation Radio".  This allowed 

us to talk to the hospital, send an 

advanced three-lead EKG over the 

wave lengths, and of course, look 

cool to the spectators.  Back on 

point: upon reading again about 

another photo sharing issue that 

has hit the national news, my 

initial reaction was “how dumb”!  

My second reaction was to look on 

my office wall. There are photos of 

me in my late teens/early twenties 

climbing on a car to intubate a 

trapped victim (no gloves of 

course), and me in a sheriff’s heli-

copter ready to fly a patent to 

Miami and another flying over Don 

Johnson’s home on the way back.  

It dawned on me that in addition 

to addressing the new social me-

dia, we also need to address and 

revisit our innards. As adrenalin 

junkies, we use such photos to 

actually decompress, revisit, cri-

tique and sometimes win awards. 

However this latest incident is a 

reminder to ensure that we are 

staying on top of the do’s and 

don’ts of this oh-so-important 

social media time.  I have included 

a link (below) of an article by JOHN 

K. MURPHY, JD, MS, PA-C, EFO, 

retired deputy fire chief and attor-

ney. The article offers us some 

good insights and thoughts. http://

www.fireengineering.com/
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"EMS workers post gory,   private 

photos of patients online” 

http://www.nypostnypost.com/p/news/

local/

emts_are_pic_and_twisted_WHM

pohpsktzM2epWfrXw9I 
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     Last week, the Today 

show featured a gentleman 

who at 63 found himself 

volunteering at his local 

fire department.  Jerry 

Leener was a retired ac-

countant and after retire-

ment he searched for some 

way that he could make a 

positive difference and 

decided to “re-invent” 

himself as an EMT.  (For 

the article and video Click 

here )   I thought this was 

a great story, but halfway 

through, I wondered how 

many people in our sys-

tem have done the same? 

     Last month, I attended 

the Warrenton Volunteer 

Fire Department’s banquet 

and was fortunate to sit at 

a table with a probationary 

member named Rajan 

Dass, but most know him 

simply as “Tree.”  Tree 

was very happy to be a 

part of this organization 

and spoke enthusiastically 

about the hard work in-

volved.  The story of how 

Tree came to the depart-

ment and how he earned 

his unique moniker is in-

teresting; last October, as 

Hurricane Sandy moved 

through our area, the War-

renton Volunteers re-

sponded to a reported tree 

into a house.  What they 

found was a very large 

tree that had created a 

large hole in the roof and 

sidewall of a home.  The 

homeowners, along with 

their children were visibly 

shaken, but extremely im-

pressed by the profession-

alism and service provided 

by the crews.  A short 

time later, the homeowner 

– responding to a sign ask-

ing for volunteers in a 

Warrenton storefront – 

applied for membership 

and “Tree” began his 

journey with Fauquier 

Fire Rescue. 

     It may have been just a 

table on the back wall but  

I think  I had the best seat 

in the house. 

     I am sure every com-

pany has a tree or two,  

please take the time to 

share your stories with 

others. 

EMS assists, a structure fire and an MVA 

fly out. I have learned a lot from Techni-

cian Miller as he has precepted me as a 

new medic, as well as all of the other med-

ics at EMS 1. Technician McGrath has 

been instrumental in helping me complete 

my rookie book and has bestowed ample 

fire knowledge upon me.   

 

I am looking forward to working with 

Technician Bankston as my partner start-

ing on April 15th.  As my career progress-

es, I am excited to embrace everything that 

Fauquier County and DFREM has in store 

for me. 

 

After being in the field precepting at 

Medic 1 for a month and a half, I was 

ecstatic to find out I would remain there 

when the transfers happened. The fast-

paced environment and diverse types of 

calls has proven to be challenging and 

rewarding in the short time I have been 

here.   

 

During my precepting time, I have be-

come acquainted with the field and of-

fice personnel, protocols, and the busi-

est first due in the County. Due to the 

location of Medic 1, I have had the op-

portunity to run second due calls in a 

majority of the County, ranging from 
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A  L I F E  R E I M A G I N E D . .  B Y  A S S T .  C H I E F  S T E V E N S  

I N S I D E  M E D I C - 1     S U B M I T T E D  B Y  T E C H  C H A R L E S  M Y E R S        

Did you know?  
Fauquier County 

Department of Fire, 

Rescue & Emergency 

Management and VFRA 

sends out this monthly 

newsletter (The 

FIRELINE) to all its 

personnel and fellow 

County workers, every 

month?  The FIRELINE 

highlights monthly 

activities, response to 

calls, accomplishments, 

awards, honors, 

happenings and other 

news!  This is put 

together by Danica Low, 

Administrative Assistant 

in DFREM.  If you would 

like to contribute a brief 

article, announcement, 

or photo to the 

FIRELINE, we welcome 

your submissions!  Just 

email them to 
danica.low@fauquiercounty.gov 

by the last day of each 

month.   

Apri l  2013 
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Late last month, Wagon 10 was dispatched to an 
injury from a fall and found 1 patient with multiple 
injuries when the concrete truck’s boom failed and 
struck the wall where the injured man was working, 
throwing him down approximately 10 feet into the 
unfinished basement.  Because the disabled truck 
was blocking the only egress into the poured base-
ment W-10 and M-1 quickly called for specialty 
pieces and manpower.  Chief 10  established com-
mand, and requested a helicopter and an Engine to 
take care of the Landing Zone.    After Rescue and 
Tower 1 utilized all ladders off the apparatus on 
scene, an additional engine was dispatched for lad-
ders and manpower..  Rope systems for transfer-
ring the patient were created from the specialty 
units and the patient was extricated to ground level 
for transport with the flight crew.    

Units operating on the scene were W-10, M-1, A-1-
2, T-1, R-1, W-1, W-7 and Chief 10.  This was a call 
where exemplary teamwork and professionalism 
across all skillsets was provided by Fauquier Fire 
and Rescue.   

Spotlight on ... 

GOLDVIEN 
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IN S I D E  BAT TA L IO N  2  
S U B M I T T E D  B Y  B A T T A L I O N  C H I E F  L I C H T Y  

BE L OW  G RA D E  I N C IDE N T   
S U B M I T T E D  B Y  C H I E F  G E O R G E  K E E F E R ,  N B V F & R  

This month, the DFREM crews have 
been working hard to complete their 
precepting and driving time. With so 
much to do and so little time, we have 
had very focused and hard working 
crews.  We appreciate the help from our 
families that are encouraging and sup-
portive, especially to these new fire-
fighter/medics.   

I would like to highlight a very special 

call this month.  The crew from Medic 7 

(Lt. Gillam, Tech. Butler, Tech. Willis, 

EMT Bowen) and the crew from Engine 

7 (FF Jenkins, FF Johnson, FF Jacobs) 

did an outstanding job providing critical 

ALS care to a patient in Cardiac Arrest. 

The crew was able to resuscitate the 

patient who is now doing well and look-

ing forward to returning home shortly.  

Thank you for the photos!  

JOHN WOODBURN III, Fire Chief 

Goldvein Volunteer Fire Department 



Our Fire and Rescue 

Chief Billington has 

started his own official 

Facebook page to share 

emergency information 

and departmental up-

dates with the public.  

“Like” him today!! 

DFREM also has a Face-

book page: Search Fau-

quier County Depart-

ment of Fire, Rescue 

and Emergency Man-

agement, check this out 

and “like” it too, if you 

haven’t already! 

According to Chief Bil-

lington, “this new 

(Facebook) page offers 

direct information and 

insights to the public 

about his position as 

Fire and Rescue Chief, 

as well as a channel to 

speak with Fauquier 

residents one-on-one.”  

Help us spread 

the word!   

You can search for this 

new page under: Fire 

Rescue Chief Tom Billing-

ton on Facebook.   

And a special thanks to 

Mark Grandstaff from 

the Times Papers for re-

porting on this news ear-

lier in the month to help 

us get the word out!   

Fire Training… 

Fire Training has implemented a new training prop. The 12’x8’ adjustable 

pitch roof angle ventilation prop will be used by all Firefighter students in 

vertical ventilation scenarios.  

 

A special thanks to all involved for your help in the construction. 

 

Submitted By: Lt. Mary Hart  
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“ L IK E”  C H I E F  B I L L I N G T O N ’ S  F I R E  &  
R E S C U E  F AC E B O O K  P AG E !  

Thank You, Girl Scouts of America!  A Girl Scout Troop in 
Marshall chose Fire & Rescue to donate 150+ boxes of 

delicious Girl Scout cookies! On Saturday, 4/13, at 10:30am, 
Troops 40314 and 40494 will present Marshall Rescue with 
the cookies and teach us their special girl scouts song. We’d 
like to have a good turn out from Fire & Rescue to show our 
thanks.  Please join us!  If you’re working and able to pop in 
for a quick visit, or if you’re off and want to bring your family!  

Join us for this all-American fun! Submitted by Tech. Saunders 

Apri l  2013 

http://www.fauquier.com/index.php/


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 

 4/15—Eric Neese 
 4/21—DC Kight 
 4/23—BC Arft 

 4/28—Michael Gillam 

Page 5  Apri l  2013 

Lt. Kenny Johnson—The Board 
of Directors of the National    

Registry of Emergency Medical 
Technicians congratulates you 
on achieving 30 consecutive 

years of being Nationally        
registered as an Emergency 

Medical Technician! The Board 
of Directors of the National   

Registry goes on to say that,    
indeed, this is an honor held by 

few.  Congratulations, Lt.     
Johnson, and thank you for your 

service to DFREM! Someone has a new hobby, 
can you guess who this ? 
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Train, train, train!! We all know it is vitally important, 
but how often do we think about the saying "Train to 
live"?  I have seen the crews up north commit extensive 
time and energy to training this month, we have called 
upon our neighbors to come out and learn each other's 
apparatus and capabilities and worked side-by-side 
with them cutting cars, performing driver operator drills and truck operations training. 

      I have seen staff come in on their days off to participate for hours at a time. But, what I 
am most proud of and what makes all of our hard work worth while is to see the laughter, 
camaraderie, knowledge and learning that has been shared amongst all of our crews. 
Thank you all! Keep up the good work!  

I N S I D E  B AT A L L I O N  3  
S U B M I T T E D  B Y  B A T T A L I O N  C H I E F  R A N D A L L  

Stokes basket drill with Truck 621. 

Rookies get a little payback on their 

Lt. 

Mt. Weather came out for a 

great day of training with North 

Battalion crews. 

Ladder pipe operations with Truck 621  

Crews from Mt. Weather and Middleburg joined us 

for some extrication training.  
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DPO Training at Station 5 
After a very long shift working in the snow, crews took a break and had a little fun! 

Technician’s Saunders and York on their first 

working structure fire. 

DPO training just before the fire was dispatched! Everyone 

was ready! 

Lt. McEvilly and 

Technician Bankston 

share their ropes 

and knots expertise. 

EMS training 

with the EZ 

IO. 



“From the rollover protection system in the patient area, 
to improved air ride and all-LED lighting, to a modern 
digital electrical system, we have a unit that will serve 
our community very well for years to come,” said Chief 
Jeniec. 
 
Rescue Captain Jim Kud-
la joined Chief Jeniec in 
thanking the Orlean Am-
bulance Committee mem-
bers Peggy Baer, Bobby 
Tarr, Tibby Clegg, Nick 
Baer, and Stephen Weav-
er who thoughtfully re-
viewed manufacturer pro-
posals and input from the 
Fauquier Fire-Rescue 
community as they con-
sidered options and box 
layout. 
 
“We worked hard to build the best unit possible based 
on real field experience in Fauquier County and the 

result is one we all are proud of,” said Rescue Captain 
Kudla. 
 
Especially helpful to committee members was input from 
the county career staff and volunteers who gave valuable 

insight as the commit-
tee checked out units 
from Marshall, Warren-
ton, Cattlett, Remington 
and Flint Hill.  
 
The committee ex-
pressed his apprecia-
tion to FESCO Sales 
Representative Mike 
Seabright who worked 
hard to meet Orlean’s 
requirements and to 
ensure the unit was 
delivered with zero de-
fects. 

 
“Mike helped us through the entire build-out and we appre-
ciate his diligence and knowledge,” said Chief Jeniec. 
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T H E R E  I S  A  N E W  A M B U L A N C E  I N  T OW N  
B Y  C H I E F  J E N I E C  A N D R E S C U E  C A P T A I N  K U D L A  

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE IAFF LOCAL 3762 
This past month I had the pleasure of attending the F.I.E.R.O. 2013 PPE 
Conference. The conference provided great insight into NFPA 
committee development, PPE development, PPE testing and so much 
more. This opportunity would not have been possible without the 
assistance of our IAFF Local 3762 who provided half the cost of the 
Conference. Attending this conference demonstrates how the IAFF 
and DFREM are working together in providing much need training to 
your staff, thank you.  

Sincerely. 

Battalion Chief Brian Lichty 
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